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Tinsley Meadows Primary School RE Policy 

 

Philosophy  

At Tinsley Meadows Primary Academy we believe that Religious Education is 
necessary in promoting the spiritual, moral and cultural development of children, so 
that they can make sense of their own lives and become informed, responsible and 
tolerant members of our multi-cultural and multi-faith world. 
 

 

Teaching and learning 

At Tinsley Meadows Primary Academy, we use a variety of teaching and learning 

styles in RE lessons, based on the key principle that good teaching in RE allows 

children both to learn about religious traditions and to reflect on what the religious 

ideas and concepts mean to them.  

Our teaching enables children to extend their own sense of values and promotes 

their spiritual growth and development. We encourage children to think about their 

own views and values in relation to the themes and topics studied in the RE 

curriculum.   

Children carry out research into religious topics using the computer, books and other 

resources working individually or in groups. We recognise the fact that all classes in 

our school have children of widely differing abilities, and so, we provide suitable 

learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the 

ability of the child.  

We recognise the value of visitors and class visits to places of worship to enable 

children to learn first-hand about Christianity and other faiths. 

 

Curriculum planning in religious education  

We plan our religious education curriculum in accordance with the ‘Discovery RE’ 

scheme of work. We ensure that the topics studied in religious education build upon 

prior learning. We offer opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills 

and knowledge in each unit, and we ensure that the planned progression built into 

the scheme of work offers the children an increasing challenge as they move through 

the school.  

The long-term plan maps the religious education topics studied in each term during 

each key stage.  

Our medium-term plans give details of each unit of work, including prior learning, 

learning objects and key knowledge that children need to learn in each lesson.   



Programmes of Study  

The agreed syllabus of ‘Discovery RE’ must be taught from reception and is linked to 

the Foundation Stage curriculum through the Early Learning Goals. In Early Years, 

RE falls into ‘Understanding of the World’ and ‘People and communities’, areas of 

learning that focuses on people and communities and the world.  

From Key Stage One, our R.E syllabus splits up the lessons into four different areas. 

These are: Step 1-Engagement (usually 1 lesson), Step 2-Investigation (usually 3 

lessons), Step 3-Evaluation (usually 1 lesson) and Step 4-Expression (usually 1 

lesson). It is not expected for children to record in every one of these lessons but 

they must record in each area. 

All units in this scheme focus on one religion at a time, to avoid confusion and to do 

justice to the distinctiveness of each religion.  Religious Education in school is 

organized using a whole school plan. This lays out which units should be studied by 

each year group.  

 

Assessment  

Within RE lessons, attainment against objectives is assessed through review of work 

and feedback, and discussion and response. Children are recorded as working 

towards, age related or greater depth to their age. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation  

The subject leaders are responsible for the monitoring and evaluation of this subject 

and monitor the teaching of R.E on a termly basis. The subject leaders will then work 

to identify good practice and areas for development and be responsible for drawing 

up an action plan. They will manage resources, be aware of staff development needs 

and encourage continuing professional development. The subject leaders will also 

facilitate the sharing of good practice.  

 

Time Allocation and coverage. 

Religious education is taught on a fortnightly basis from years 1 up to 6. Each class 

has a 60 minute slot on their timetable for this subject. In addition, as a school, we 

celebrate religious festivals such as Eid and Christmas.   

 

Special Educational Needs 

Children with special educational needs will work alongside the other children in their 

group, as in other curriculum areas, but differentiation in approach, language and 

expected outcome will be appropriate to the varying needs in the class. We aim to 

meet the full entitlement of every child in our school. 



Withdrawal 

Parents have a right to withdraw their child from all or part of the RE curriculum. It 

would be appreciated if this was discussed with the head teacher before coming to a 

final decision. In this event, the school will undertake responsibility for the 

supervision of withdrawn pupils with regard to health and safety, and alternative work 

will be provided. 
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