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Philosophy for Children (P4C) Policy 
 
A definition of a Community of Enquiry: A group of people used to 
thinking together with a view to increasing their understanding and 
appreciation of the world around them and of each other. 
 
This policy explains our approach to the teaching of Philosophy for 
Children (P4C) and its contribution to the curriculum at Tinsley 
Meadows Primary Academy. 
Its purpose is to: 

 Assist members of staff in their planning and delivery of 
Philosophy for Children. 

 Provide a reference for staff, parents, governors, trustees, 
visitors to the school and Ofsted Inspectors. 

 Enable the Head and Trust board to identify priorities related 
to the development of Philosophy for Children in the school. 

 
Rationale: 
At Tinsley Meadows Primary Academy, philosophy enquiry 
underpins the ideas and values of the way we believe our school 
should be. We aim to create an environment where children feel 
that they have the freedom to explore ideas and ask questions in 
all areas of school life. Philosophy for Children is an important way 
of teaching and developing the questioning and critical thinking 
skills which are reflected in the National Curriculum. P4C activities 
can be used in all subjects across the curriculum and it is important 
that children learn to transfer their skills in other areas of their 
learning.  
 
Aims: 
At Tinsley Meadows Primary Academy we aim to: 

 Develop the skills of enquiry, investigation and analysis. 

 Encourage critical thinking. 

 Develop the knowledge of, and evaluate, different types of 
questions.  

 Adopt a holistic approach to the development of the children. 
 
 

P4C focuses on thinking skills and communal dialogue 
('philosophising'), and aims to build 'communities of enquiry' where 
participants develop the 4Cs: creative, critical, caring and 
collaborative thinking skills.  



 Caring: listening (concentrating) and valuing (appreciating) (e.g. 
showing interest in, and sensitivity to, others’ experiences and 
values);  

 Collaborative: responding (communicating) and supporting 
(conciliating) e.g. building on each other’s ideas, shaping common 
understandings and purposes;  

 Critical: questioning (interrogating) and reasoning (evaluating) 
e.g. seeking meaning, evidence, reasons, distinctions, and good 
judgements;  

 Creative: connecting (relating) and suggesting (speculating) e.g. 
providing comparisons, examples, criteria, alternative explanations 
or conceptions. 
 
 
Planning: 
Planning for P4C links to the ‘Jigsaw Approach’ adopted by our 
school – a mindful approach to PSHE which brings together 
Personal, Social, Health Education, emotional literacy, social skills 
and spiritual development in a comprehensive scheme of learning. 
Year groups plan activities and stimuli to support these areas 
across FS, Key stage 1 and 2. A stimulus is used to start the 
enquires each week and sessions can sometimes continue for 2 
weeks.   
 
P4C sessions take place at timetabled slots for each year group 
every week and cover a wide range of themes and concepts 
relevant to the age of the children. The length of the sessions 
depend on the age of the children and the topic being discussed. 
They typically last between 15 minutes (EYFS), 30 minutes (KS1) 
and 45 minutes (KS2). P4C activities can also be integrated into 
other subjects in shorter time periods.  
 
Teachers introduce the approach in a special session and will 
generally find that it carries over into other lessons, affecting both 
their own style of teaching and their students’ preferred style of 
learning. This is because it puts enquiry at the heart of the 
educational process; teachers begin to ask more open and 
genuine questions, whilst students become more confident in 
expressing their puzzlements and in developing their interests.  
 
Developing a community of enquiry requires more than just 
concentrating on better questioning; it is equally important to listen 
and develop reasoning and reflection, both publically and privately. 



Among other things, emotions and the thoughtful expression of 
them, is developed. In short, the process is multifaceted and 
profoundly personal. It presents an intellectual challenge to those 
involved, but also a social and emotional one. It encourages open-
mindedness, and creates conditions for change, both for 
individuals and for communities. 
 
Assessment: 
Within P4C sessions, attainment is assessed through discussions 
and reviews e.g. when reviewing a session against the chosen 4C.  
 
Each class has a P4C display board which shows what children 
have been learning. These are updated regularly to show the 
theme of sessions and chosen questions.  
 
In addition, each year group reviews and reports the progress of 
children each half term, focussing on the development of the types 
of questions asked and how philosophical the conversations are 
becoming. 
 
On P4C days, when a whole school stimulus is shared, ‘Big 
ideas/juicy concepts’ and ‘big questions’ that emerge from P4C 
sessions are gathered from each class and displayed within the 
school.  
 
Structure 
This structure is used as a guidance for P4C sessions at Tinsley 
Meadows Primary Academy. Lessons are not restricted to this 
structure alone and should be adapted according to the 
activity/stimulus and year group being taught.  
 
What does P4C look like at Tinsley Meadows Primary 
Academy?  
Elements of P4C:  

 Warm up activities/concept games;  

 Introduction to stimulus;  

 Creating the questions;  

 Voting for a question;  

 Re-cap of rules;  

 Enquiry (Discuss the question);  

 Summing up & final thoughts.  
 



Warm up activities/concept games examples:  

 Fruit Salad:  Children move seats if a statement applies to them 
e.g. ‘Move seats if you think Geography is more interesting than 
History.’ 

 Guess what I’m thinking: Choose a child to think of an activity 
they are doing; children take it in turns to say what they think 
the child is doing e.g. cooking dinner; child says what they were 
thinking about e.g. feeding a lion; other children must justify 
their answers e.g. I was right because you were cooking dinner 
so you could feed it to a lion;  

 Crazy answers: Write a question on one piece of paper and a 
noun on another; put the pieces of paper into the correct box then 
pick a piece of paper from each box and make the link.  
 
 
Examples of stimuli:  

 Stories;  

 Pictures;  

 Music;  

 Video clips;  

 Statements;  

 Objects;  

 Poems.  
 
Creating the questions:  
Ask a question:  

- To which you know the answer;  
- To which no-one knows the answer;  
- To which there may be more than one answer;  
- Which you could find the answer by looking in a book/on the 

internet;  
- Which you can answer without really thinking;  
- Which you couldn't answer without really thinking. Ask 

children to justify their choices.  
 
Voting for a question: 
Once the children have created some different questions, they vote 
for their favourite one.  
The different methods are:  
1. Omnivote – children have unlimited votes and put their hand up 
to vote for the question they like the sound of. The question with 
the most votes is discussed;  



2. Monovote – children have one vote each;  
3. Blind vote – children vote for their favourite with their eyes 
closed.  
 
Summing up:  
• When the allotted time is reached, or the session has come to a 
natural end, the children get the opportunity to share their final 
thought about what they think the answer to the question is. They 
are also encouraged to review the session by discussing what 
went well in their discussion and what they could improve on in 
future sessions.  
• Pass an object around the circle: The children who do not want to 
input to the session should feel free to pass the object on without 
saying anything;  
• This is often a time when children who have not said anything 
during the discussion share their thoughts;  
• Write down any final thoughts into a book: this often gives 
children that are shy the opportunity to express how they are 
feeling.  
• Feedback: At this point, the philosophy session can be concluded 
or this time can be used as an opportunity for children to give 
positive feedback to others who they feel have made a valuable 
contribution to the discussion.  
 
Role of the Facilitator:  

 Questioning: Asking good questions to provide a focus for the 
enquiry;  

 Reasoning: Requesting reasons or evidence to support 
arguments and judgements;  

 Defining: Clarifying concepts through making connections, 
distinctions and comparisons;  

 Speculating: Generating ideas and alternative viewpoints through 
imaginative thinking;  

 Testing for truth: Gathering information, evaluating evidence, 
examples and counter examples;  

 Expanding ideas: Sustaining and extending lines of thought and 
argument;  

 Summarising: Abstracting key points or general rules from a 
number of ideas or instances.  
 
 
 



Special Needs 
P4C will be taught in accordance with the schools Special Needs 
Policy. We recognise the fact that there are children of widely 
different abilities and backgrounds in classes and we provide 
suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the 
challenge of the task to the ability of the child. 
 
Equal Opportunities  
P4C will be taught in accordance with the school policy for Equal 
Opportunities and the requirements of the National Curriculum. 
P4C will actively promote multicultural awareness and provide a 
positive approach towards equal opportunities in race, gender and 
ability.  


