
23rd June 2020 

To Research for a Biography 

This week you are going to write a biography about a person of your choosing. You 
can choose an influential person from the past, someone you admire today or it can 
be someone from your family. If you are struggling to decide whom to choose, there 
are some ideas below. 

 

Your aim today and tomorrow is to research the person you are going to write about 
and gather information under certain subheadings. In order to do this you are going 
to need access to the internet; if this is not possible, then choose a member or your 
family and interview them or use the information about Nelson Mandela, which is in a 
separate document. 

 

Ideas for people who you could write a biography. 

Helen Sharman  Martin Luther King   Usain Bolt 

Tim Peake   Ghandi    Jessica Ennis 

Ernest Shackleton  Nelson Mandela   Captain Tom Moore 

Charles Darwin  Florence Nightingale   JK Rowling 

Mary Anning   Amelia Earhart   Lionel Messi 

 

You don’t have to choose someone from the above list, they are just ideas and don’t 
forget you could choose someone from your own family. 

 

A biography provides details and information about a person’s life; it should not be 
just full of factual information, you should also include the person’s opinion about 
certain matters. To make it easier for people to read, a biography is split into different 
paragraphs, each focusing on a different part of the person’s life and these should be 
written in chronological order. Below are some ideas for the first two subheadings and 
some questions you should be trying to answer during your research. 

Using the subheadings and questions below, start to research your chosen person. 
Write each subheading in your book and write the information underneath – this can 
be written in note form. 



 

Family and Early Life 

 When and where was he/she born? 
 Who were/are their parents and siblings? 
 Where did they go to school? Did they like school? Did they do well at school? 
 Were they influenced by anyone? 

Any other relevant information. 

Early Career 

 Did they study at university? 
 Did they do any other jobs before doing what they are known for? 
 Why did they choose to do what they do/did? 
 Did they have any knock-backs 
 Did they have any early success? 

Any other relevant information. 

 

Tomorrow you are going to make notes on your chosen person’s greatest 
achievements and death or hope for the future. 

 

 

 

 


