
To Plan a Balanced Argument 

 

A balanced argument looks at different points of view on an issue, 
providing arguments for and against. 

When writing a balanced argument: 

 It doesn’t matter whether you are for or against the issue to begin with. 
 You must present both sides of the argument fairly. 
 In your final paragraph, you can state which argument you agree with 

and why.  

 

The Toolkit below shows all the features you need to include in your writing and 
has lots of helpful sentence starters to magpie!  

 

Discussion Toolkit Tick  

Read each sentence out loud to check that it makes sense.  

Written in the third person: they, she, he   

Included a clear title to show what the text is about. Should we have to...?  

Included an introduction stating both sides of the argument and why people disagree.   

Used sentence openers for introducing an argument: On one hand… On the other hand… As well as… 
Furthermore,… However,… Similarly,… Alternatively,… It is important to also consider… 

 

Used sentence openers for introducing supporting evidence: Some people say… In support of this, a survey 
found… One member of the public stated… Other people say… It has been reported that… According to a 
survey… 

 

Included a conclusion with a summary of key points: In conclusion,… In summary,…  

Used emotive language to persuade your reader: From the evidence provided it is clear that… Obviously… There 
is no doubt that…. Without a doubt…  

 

Used subordinating conjunctions: when, if, that, because, although.  

Used a relative clause to add extra information starting with a relative pronoun: who, which, where, when, 
whose that. 

 

Used modal verbs: On the other hand it could be argued… You should also consider…  

Included a conclusion, which summarises the main arguments and gives your opinion.   



Today, you are going to explore some for and against arguments for this 
discussion question:  

 

Should Homework Be Banned?  

 
If you have a GDS target, or you would like to challenge yourself today, you 
will also be exploring this discussion question: 

 

Should Zoos Be Banned?  

 

How do I explore my discussion question? 

 If you are able to, type your question into google and see what 
arguments come up; 

 Ask your friends and cousins by telephoning them; 
 Ask your family members who you live with; 
 See if you can get any expert opinions – email your teacher, or look up a 

conservationist and see what they have to say about your question.  

 

What’s my task?  

 Write your discussion question as a subheading in your book.  
 Draw a table as shown below (I have included some examples for you) 
 Start collecting arguments – you should aim for at least 6 ‘for’ and 6 

‘against’  

 

 

 

 



Should Homework Be Banned? 

For Against 
 Homework is an important part 

of school life. 
 Research shows a link between 

homework and achievement 
levels  

 
 
 

 Some children don’t have 
enough time to fit everything 
in  

 It is more beneficial for 
children to attend after-school 
clubs  

  

 

  

 


