
5th May 2020 

The Life of a River 

 

Copy the diagram of the river in your book and label it. 

On the next page, comment on what the upper, middle and lower course of a river is like 
(using the information sheets and pictures to help you). For each one mention about the speed 
of the water, what features there are, what the valley shape is like and how wide the channel 
is. For those of you working at expected and higher level, you should also be giving reasons 
why. Only user the sentence openers if you need them. 

 

The Upper Course of a River 

How does a river begin? 

A river begins when……………… 

What is the speed of the water like in the upper course? 

In the upper course of a river, the speed of the water………………. 

What features can be seen in the upper course? 

In the upper course there is/are………………… 

What is the valley shape like in the upper course? 

The valley in the upper course is shaped…………………. 

How wide is the river channel at this point? 

The river channel at this point is…………………… 

 

The Middle Course of a River 

What is the speed of the water like in the middle course? 

In the middle course of a river, the speed of the water………………. 

What features can be seen in the middle course? 

In the middle course there is/are………………… 

What is the valley shape like in the middle course? 

The valley in the middle course is shaped…………………. 

How wide is the river channel at this point? 



The river channel at this point is…………………… 

 

The Lower Course of a River 

What is the speed of the water like in the lower course? 

In the lower course of a river, the speed of the water………………. 

What features can be seen in the lower course? 

In the lower course there is/are………………… 

What is the valley shape like in the lower course? 

The valley in the lover course is………………. 

How wide is the river channel at this point? 

The river channel at this point is…………………… 

 


