
11th May 2020 

To Recap the Importance of the River Nile 

For this week, you will spend some time recapping some topic learning you did in year five: Ancient 

Egypt. It is very important to revisit the work you have already done so that you can remember it 

and use the knowledge in new learning.  

Running through Egypt is the River Nile. The Ancient 

Egyptian civilisation began next to the river and 

without the Nile, they would not have survived. 

Because most of Egypt is a large, dry desert where 

there is very little rain, the River Nile is an 

important source of water. Look at these reasons as 

to why the River Nile was so important for the Ancient Egyptians: 

 

In your pink books, write these reasons in order from 1 (most important) to 9 (least important). 

The order you put them in is up to you! There is no right or wrong answer but you do need to 

explain yourself. After you have ordered them, complete the two sentences: 

In my opinion, the most important reason for the Ancient Egyptians need of the 

River Nile is.... because.... 

In my opinion, the least important reason is.... because... 

Remember 

The Ancient Egyptians were a civilisation that 

lived as early as 5,000 years ago. They lived in 

Egypt - a large country in North Africa.  

Civilisation: a large, well-ordered group of people. 

The river made the land around it fertile which 

made it easier to grow food. 

The River Nile provided fish and birds for people 

to eat. 

The river was a defence: if people wanted to 

attack, they would have to cross the Nile. 

The Ancient Egyptians could wash in the river. 

The river provided drinking water. 

Farmers could use the water from the River Nile 

to help grow their crops. 

People could sail on the Nile and goods could be 

transported. 

Plants that grew along the river could be used to 

make materials such as a Papyrus. 

Mud from the River Nile could be dried and 

turned into bricks for houses and other buildings. 


