
7th May 2020 

To Recap our Knowledge of the Four Seasons 
 

As you know already, we have four seasons: 

winter, spring, summer and autumn. In your pink 

book, complete these sentences: 

 

What is the weather usually like in summer? 

In summer, the weather is... 

What is the weather usually like in winter? 

In winter, the weather is usually... 

What happens to most trees in autumn? 

In autumn, the trees... 

 

But why do we get these seasons? It’s all down to how the Earth is titled on its axis. 

As the diagram on the left shows, the Earth’s axis 

is not entirely vertical (it doesn’t go straight from 

top to bottom). It is tilted slightly and the angle it 

is tilted at is 23.5 degrees. 

Remember! The Earth is rotating on its axis and it 

is orbiting the sun at the same time. It takes a 

whole year (365 days) to orbit once around the sun. 

On our journey around the sun, we will spend around 

six months learning towards the sun. When we are 

leaning towards the sun, we are closer to it so the 

temperature we feel will be warmer. When we are 

closest to the sun as we can get, it will be summer. 

For another six months, we will lean away from the 

sun. Because we are leaning away, it will be cooler and the temperature we can feel will be 

colder. When we are furthest away from the sun as we can get, it will be winter. 

Using your own words and vocabulary above, aim to answer  these questions too: 

At what angle is the Earth tilted on its axis? The Earth is tilted at... 

Explain why the temperature is warmer in summer.  During summer, the temperature... 

Explain why the temperature is colder in winter. During winter, the temperature... 

North Pole 

South Pole 


