
15th June 2020 

To Understand the Importance of Baghdad 

Now that we are focusing on the Early Islamic Civilisation, we need to think back to AD 

900 - this is about 1,100 years ago. It is said that the Islamic civilisation began around 

AD 637, with the religion and culture growing into countries such Persia, Syria, Iraq and 

Egypt. In AD 752, the city of Baghdad (nowadays the capital city of modern-day Iraq) 

was built as the centre of the growing Islamic empire.  



The information you have just read about Baghdad describes what the city was like 

around AD 900. From the information, there are seven key historical facts:  

1) The city was built inside a 1km circle with a mosque and guard headquarters at 

the centre. 

2) Baghdad was close to water (the River Tigris) and was close to trade routes. 

3) Many markets could be set up along the major roads that ran through the city. 

4) In the city of Baghdad, the world’s first universities and hospitals were built. 

5) The city set up a banking system which encouraged people to trade and settle 

either in the city or nearby. 

6) By AD 900, over 1 million people lived in Baghdad. 

7) The city was home to the House of Wisdom where many people went to learn 

and develop their knowledge.  

 

In your pink books, after writing the date and title, your task is to order these key 

historical facts from what you think is the most important down to the least 

important. You will need to write all seven facts but in the order of your choosing.  

Once you have done that, answer these two questions: 

Which historical fact do you think is most important and why? 

I think _____________ is most important because…. 

Which historical fact do you think is least important and why? 

I think _____________ is least important because…. 


