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Information with a touch of ‘faction’  

In this workbook, we are going to be writing an information 

text about a type of elf or sprite. Of course, these are 

mythological figures. Even though this is a non-fiction genre 

of writing, we can still be inventive and creative. We like 

calling it FACTION because the form fits information about 

facts but the content is fiction.  

To get us started, here is a model of a fictional information 

text about a cave elf. As you are listening, you might want to 

think about which type of elf or sprite that you will write 

about. Have a read below and then listen to me read it aloud 

here: https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/whisperer/s-

im7KkHzc880  

Cave Elves 
 

Why is it that cave elves have 

interested elf whisperers over the 

years? Perhaps it is because the cave 

elf is such a rare form of elf and little 

is known about it. Generally, cave elves 

are only out and about at night. This is 

because they have grown so used to 

living in deep, dark caves that they find 

the sunlight so bright and hot that they 

can hardly see. A word of warning – do 

not handle cave elves as they may lash 

out in defense if they cannot see! 
 

Surprisingly, cave elves are easy to 

identify as they are the smallest elf in the world being about 

the size of small cats. Unfortunately, their children are often 

mistaken for rats. They wear broad-brimmed hats to keep the 
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sun from their faces and leather clothes. The adult cave elf is 

a dark green colour which enables it to hide in shadows as well 

as trees, hedgerows and tall grass. They often wear cloaks, 

sturdy boots and have long beards and pointed ears. However, 

juveniles are born with a yellowish tinge and red hair which 

they lose after their 100th birthday.  
 

Cave elves are found in most mountain ranges and hills where 

there are plenty of hiding holes. Almost all cave elves live in 

large groups in underground caverns where they feel safest. 

However, a minority live as hermits. When out and about 

foraging for food, they will keep to the shadows and this 

makes them very difficult to identify. They live in harmony and 

train mice as their pets. The mice are treated in the same way 

that humans fuss over dogs or cats.  
 

Whilst most elves are renowned for their magical abilities and 

precious stones, the cave elf shows no interest in gold, silver 

or any other valuable stones. They are only interested in 

playing chess and wiling away their time holding quiz shows and 

tending to their indoor pot plants. These shy and gentle 

creatures are vegetarians and grow their own fruit and 

vegetables on mountainsides close to the entrance to their 

dens. Cave elves present no danger to humans and several have 

made friends with shepherds who are often out at night 

tending to their flocks. 
 

Our ‘save the cave elf’ campaign has been concerned for many 

years that these delightful creatures might be mistaken for 

other less pleasant types of elf and therefore be hunted. 

David Battenburg suggests that where their cave dwellings and 

caverns have been discovered, it is important to ensure that 

the location is kept secret. Our advice is that to preserve 

these mysterious and gentle creatures, all elf lovers living near 

caves should make sure that vegetable and fruit peelings are 

left out during snowy weather.  
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Activity 5: what’s in a cave elf’s knapsack? 
 

Cave elves have to make occasional journeys to the market in order to 
buy provisions or seeds for their gardens. What 6 things might you find 
in a cave elf’s knapsack? Here is a list of 6 things found in a goblin’s 
knapsack. You can hear me read this aloud here: 
https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/knapsack/s-PzqyzJwV8Rb  
 

Six things found in a goblin’s knapsack 
 
1. Two fire-flies in a jam jar to light up 
your way. 
2. A flagon of never-ending water to 
quench any goblin’s thirst. 
3. The fang of a dragon to slay fleeing 
foe.  
4. A pair of light boots which can endure 
months of crossing rivers, navigating 
woods and stumbling through seemingly 
endless caves and caverns. 
5. A steel-lined cape and a skull-basher. 
6. A net for catching harmless hobbits 
and unsuspecting elves. 
 

Six Things found in a cave elf’s knapsack 

 
 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
3. 
 
 
4. 
 
 
5. 
 
 
6.  
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Activity 6: Magpie openers & useful words 
 

Are there any words in the Cave Elf report that you would like to add to 
the word bank below and use in your report? Are there any words that 
start the sentences or phrases that might be useful for your writing? I 
have found some and added several extra ones. Can you find any more 
by reading the text again. There is another text on pages 19-20. Are 
there any useful words or phrases in that text that you can use when 
writing? 
 

unfortunately surprisingly amazingly interestingly weirdly 

additionally moreover furthermore also similarly  

generally  almost all most  many the majority 

however several some a few the minority 

often perhaps on the other 
hand 

contrary to 
popular belief 

 

     

     

     

     

 
 

 
When you are writing, use this bank of words and phrases. Look back at 
the model texts to see how they are used in sentences. Of course, you 
will be inventing your own facts. 

 


