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The Peacock • Task 8 

The Peacock by Cynthia Ryder

The peacock,
somewhat overdressed
for an ordinary day,
comes rainbow shimmering
across the ordered lawns.

His sweeping tail
brushes the close-cropped 
grass,
as, with the merest bow,
he accepts the adoration
of the gaping crowd.

With regal pomp
he gloriously unfurls
the iridescent splendour
of his jewelled tail
and, emperor-like, stands proud.

But then, he goes too far;
he tries to sing.
An eerie, plaintive wail rings out.
A noise not fitting in the least,
for such a sumptuous king.

RS40154 book.indd   36 21/07/2016   16:03



 © Rising Stars UK Ltd 2016. You may photocopy this page. 37

Name:                                                                          Date:

 The Peacock • Task 8

Read the text, then answer the questions.

1. At the start of the poem, why is the peacock described as being “overdressed”? Tick the 
best answer.

 He is wearing lots of clothes.  His clothes are very colourful. 

 His clothes are very fancy for a normal day.  He is going to show off. 

2. Write two things we know about the peacock’s tail from verse 3.

3. Draw lines to match what each verse is about.

 Verse 1 The peacock makes a noise.

 Verse 2 The peacock appears.

 Verse 3 Everyone stares at the peacock.

 Verse 4 The peacock opens his tail.

4. What image does the poem give you of the peacock at the start, and how does this change at 
the end of the poem?

5. Using the poem, tick one box in each row to show whether the statement is true or false.

True False

The peacock is on a well-kept and tidy lawn.

The peacock does not like lots of people.

The peacock keeps his tail feathers hidden.

The peacock does not have a good singing voice.

6. “An eerie, plaintive wail rings out.”

 Give two other words that the poet could have used instead of “eerie, plaintive”.
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