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A Dream of Elephants • Task 6 

A Dream of Elephants by Tony Mitton

I dreamed a dream of elephants.
I cannot tell you why.
But in my dream I saw the herd
go slowly walking by.

They moved beneath a blazing sun,
through rising dust and heat.
They made their solemn journey
on strong and silent feet.

And as I watched, the steady herd
walked slowly, sadly by,
until I stood, amazed, alone,
beneath a silent sky.

I watched them as they moved 
away.
I watched as they walked on.
They merged into the heat and dust
till all of them were gone.

I dreamed a dream of elephants.
I cannot tell you why.
But in my dream I saw the herd
go slowly walking by.
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 A Dream of Elephants • Task 6

Read the text, then answer the questions.

1. What do we know about the writer’s dream from the first verse? Tick all that apply.

 He dreamed of elephants.  The elephants were in a large group. 

 There were baby elephants in the group.  They walked slowly. 

2. Write two things that verse 2 tells us about the weather in the poem.

(a)

(b)

3. Find and copy one word from verse 2 that tells us the elephants were serious.

 

4. Find and copy one other word from verse 3 that is also used to describe the elephants’ character?

 

5. How do you think the writer felt watching the elephants? Explain how you know, using evidence 
from the text.

6. What do you think the writer means by the line “They merged into the heat and dust”?

7. Using information from the poem, tick one box in each row to show whether each statement is 
true or false.

True False

The author dreamed of elephants because he likes them.

The elephants’ feet were quiet.

The herd kept walking without stopping.

The author was scared by the elephants.

8. What did the elephants think of the writer in the poem? Explain how you know.
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