
Wimbledon
Wimbledon is one of the world’s most important tennis tournaments. Lots of 
players all want to win the grand prize. 

Rich History

Wimbledon is famous for serving strawberries and cream 
and was the first tennis tournament to ever take place. It 
has happened each year for 131 years and many brilliant 

players have won the grand prize during that time.  

Money, Money, Money

The players that win the tournament at Wimbledon are given 
a lot of prize money. This year, the winners will receive over £2 

million!

 
Playing the Game 

It is believed that tennis was first played hundreds of years 
ago in France. To begin with, a ball was hit with the inside 

part of the hand but things have changed a lot since then. These 
days, players use a racquet (racket) which makes the ball travel a lot 

quicker. When a player starts a new point, they throw the ball above their head 
and hit it hard. This is called a serve. The fastest speed for a serve at Wimbledon 
is 238 kilometres per hour. This is about the same speed as an average helicopter. 

Here are five more fun facts about Wimbledon:

1. Players must wear white.  
Umpires can ask a player to change their clothes if they’re not 
wearing white.

2. The balls can’t be white!   
To begin with, Wimbledon matches were played with white tennis 
balls. However, that was changed when TV viewers couldn’t see 
them! In 1986, the balls were changed to yellow.

3. The tennis balls are kept in the fridge! 
To make sure they are in perfect condition, tennis balls are stored in 
fridges! Over 54,000 balls are used during Wimbledon. 
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You can complete the questions in your pink book. 



Wimbledon

4.  It’s not easy being a ballboy or ballgirl. 
Ballgirls and ballboys kneel at the side of the court and grab any 
loose tennis balls which come near them during a game. Ballboys 
and ballgirls often come from local London schools but have to pass 
lots of tests to be given the job.  

5. Matches aren’t always quick. 
In 2010, a match spanned over an incredible three days! The 
players spent 11 hours 5 minutes hitting balls to one another! 

When Does It All Start?

The early rounds start on 25th June but the main matches at Wimbledon begin 
on 2nd July. Along with the men’s and women’s singles matches, there are men’s 
doubles, women’s doubles and mixed doubles, alongside wheelchair and junior 
events. 
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Questions
1. Which of these is the best description of Wimbledon? Tick one. 

   a softball tournament
   the newest tennis tournament in the world
   one of the world’s most important tennis tournaments
   the only tennis tournament in the world 

2. For how many years have tournaments at Wimbledon happened? 

 

3. How much money will the winners of Wimbledon get? Tick one.

   £2
   £54
   £54,000
   £2 million 

4. What changed in 1986? 

  

5. Draw a line to the correct sentence ending.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wimbledon

Ballboys and ballgirls spanned over an 
incredible three days.

In 2010, a match kneel at the side of the court.

 The fastest speed for a 
serve at Wimbledon

is 238 kilometres per hour.
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