
 

  

14 May 2020 
 
 
Dear families 
 
COVID-19 - MOST RECENT GUIDANCE ISSUED TO SCHOOLS ON 11TH MAY 2020 
 
On Monday evening a number of guidance documents were issued by the Department 
for Education (DfE). In brief these provided new information for schools regarding: 
 

 Actions for wider opening to priority year groups, selected by the Government, 

from 1st June. Please note this date may be revised and is not guaranteed; 

 Health and safety measures to be considered when opening to increased 

numbers of children. 

The guidance clearly states that there will be a phased re-opening if the conditions 
are right for doing so. 
 
There remains a number of unanswered questions at this point and we are working with 
the Local Authority and local and national colleagues to seek further clarity from the 
Department for Education. In the meantime, the Executive Leadership Team and the 
Special Committee of the Trust Board are carrying out risk assessments and drawing up 
plans which will allow us to open when measures are in place to minimise risk for the 
children, families and the teams. 
 
In the coming days, if your child is in nursery (F1), Reception (F2), Y1 or Y6, a 
member of the leadership team will contact you to find out your thoughts on sending 
your child to school from 1st June (at the earliest). It is essential that we know how 
many children intend to return to school, so we can plan with more certainty. Due to 
social distancing advice, class sizes must be 15 (maximum) or fewer depending on the 
size of the room. Groups of children will not be allowed to mix with children outside their 
groups, so start and finish times, social times and meal times will need to be staggered. 
It may mean that your child may be taught by a different teacher to their current class 
teacher. 
 
There is further guidance available from the DfE to support parents. Please follow the 
link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-
for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 
 
I thank you for all your tremendous support during the lockdown period. The safety of 
our children, families and teams is our main priority and will drive our decisions. 
All children will continue to receive home learning support if they are not in the selected 
year groups or are not able to access school.  
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I’m sure you will be aware of the rapidly changing situation from the televised daily 
briefings. We will provide updates as soon as we have gathered all the information we 
need to make the necessary decisions. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and support during this difficult time. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Becky Webb 
CEO, Five Rivers MAT 
 


